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'ﬁae s*n.gg!e cnnﬁmes.. Whaa ’(znd ci raveiaamn
'is needed In the baitle zgainst
ﬁae Rhememz-ﬁ? twmea' rayolution?

s by na:ra Dunayeukaya o
Aul.hor ‘of PRILOSOPHY AND RCVOLUTION

and Margism and Freedom -

Editor's Note: The foua-nmg was written oy o .rpe-_
Farsi -edition_of .the Political.

cigl introduction” to the
Philosopiic Letters on the Iramian Fevolution, 1975-1981,
By Roya Dunayevskaim, The most racent, published June
25, 1981, iz emtitled *"'Whet Har. .H’o;peue:i to the Irgniqr
Reuoiumm" Has It Alreedy Fun I'x Course into [is Op-
posite, Counter-Revclution? Crilon It Be Soved and
Deepmd"' Su ad bdow ~ A

The Revoluticn in Iﬂu has rezu.hed so sharp a turn-

around that it wouid appear that th» counterrevolution’

has atl but. —mﬂlow'td it =y Dul'that simply Isn't oue.

It is tue’that the . IRP (Islamic Republic Party) has -

monopalized all state and military power and that its
firing squads are executing genuina revolutionaries who
have awakened to what has happened since the IRP

gained power — totalitarian, feudal-capitalistic power, .

blessed by a Ehomeini who has usurpad all “spiritual™
as well as earthly powers. It is pot true that Khomeini

" ¢an do whae tlie combined might ‘of the Shah and his-

- pruop, the U S.-nuclear Titan that kept him in power for
. 2% long years, could not do., They can not evtinguizk
‘the new warld beacon of revelutionary power thot vras
lit by the 1979 revolution in Iran,

. The very fury of those friag squads.—now reachibig

f.or every facet. of the nation, incivding its children— .

proves tha very cppotite. It reveals how deep snd ma=-
. sive i3 the revoluticnary oppositign to tha powersihat-
. be. The most lronic of all the aspects of the —prezent
chaos in the land Is that the Communists (Tudek), the
. Trotskyists, the Maeists® are all supporting the -Eho-
maini regime, The oppozition comprites those who were
tha spark aad actual forve =s "vell a3 the reason of the
. revolution: from the cil workers, who carried out the
.. heroie .80-day-long -strikes that drove the Shah from
power, to the Mujzhedeen: from the Wotnen's Liberz.
tion Movement, which began “Chapter 2" of the reveiu-
tion, to .the youth, whote guost for universality was
heard the world arcupd: as well a3 the minorites,

Kurds especiaily, whose stuggle for sel.f-dgterm.inadnn'

stifl ' continues.

ST IN RE’RODL'CING the Lattery that u':ce& Lhe
“revelution in [ran as it unfolded, it becomes clear that
religion .is no substitute for ¢ philosophy of liberation,
Quite the contrary; its mysticiem only shrouds the ele.
mental forces and deviates from the masses in motion
and their quest for vniversaliry—freadom. That-is why,
from the beginning, we. warmned against the underssii.

mation of Ehomsinl's Lower and the price that the . -

mullahs would exact for having allowed the mosques

" 1o be used for meetings of the Left during the teign

of the Shah when it was illegal to meet elsawhere.
But, Just as 1§ was wvong to underestioags tua
rewer of Khcmeint 2ad the IRD, so it is wrong to oves
estimaze their power now. That s c¢xacily what they
" wish us to do. That is exacty what we must not let

* Tre Bailing Maview [Saat. 21, 1941], In srinting (h recorter's teot.
1) rmews from Teewran n Siran in Agemy® cid litfle Yo araivze
tre forses of rmn A iF rre=pe frrckt ohrd he rulers are e
ir E‘ﬂ:?\l:.’ ‘ﬂ’ “ap A% -qIF.Ul 3 e 'Pﬂﬂ meralm i nteengl
smire. _ . gl .

them do. Nozr can we allcw delusinns to ﬂoat about—

. whethsr they ars sown: by Bard-Sadr and. Massoud

Rajavi, who oppose Ehomeini, or by the Communists/ .

' Trotskyists/Maoists, who justify support' of Ebhomeini

hy:ctinguﬂhhnﬂmuotmnphmse“anﬂdmpenal
ism” is “progressxve :nd leads to zemune workers’
power. -

Instead, lez us true t!:e revolution both ax it
occurred and as [t retrogressed, and let us see the

- forms in which the revoit iz occurzing mow, The .of

pasition to those in power is by no means limited to:
the Muojahedeen; though they are certainly mot counter-
ravolutionaries, their bouibs are- but. the opposite side
of Khomein{’s firing squads, What was at first. little -
reported in the press was the near<ivil war that is.
raging. And even now that it is being reported, it is
being mada to appear a3 If it Nowed cut of the bomb-
throwing., The truth iz that the actual mass demon-
sirations, the sirest battles, biad -long been angoing

.‘Take the battles in dowut;wn Teheran on Sept. 9. They

were preceded by three days of demonstrations at Mos-
sadegh - (formerly Pahiavi) Ualversity, They were sup-

. pressed Ly the so-<alled- “Ravolutiomary Cuards” and
- somewhere between 40 to 100 ‘were killed. Literaily
thousands have beea bee:l executed by Khumeun. :

" TELS DO!‘S.S‘T MEAN that the new rwoluﬂnn:nes .

‘are for The return to power of Bani-Sadr—-or Massoud ~
‘Rajavi, On the coatrary,: the youth are.questioning:
- What had Bani-Sadr done when be was iz power to
-heip the workers mzintain their sheras and demand
tha right to control production? What had he done for -

the students whose quest for universality was being -
acted out through their bookstalls their many naws " -

papers, their discussions o/ all ideas of {reedom? Had -

ha not, rather, helped Ahomeini and the IRP close
down Teheran University's open admissions? - '

What had ke dons whan the women not ozﬂy .dem—

" onstrated on Internstional Women's Day, but continued _

their protests, shoutiog: “We. fought f{or freedom and

" got unfreedom"? That charge had been directed. pot

only against Khomeini and the IRP, but against the

_“libcr.ll" Ghotbzadeh, who cautxul!ed the mosz medla
‘and refused fo extend coverage to their Movement and
. their demands, Tke women, like the Kurds, have cer. .

tainly not ieen the desires of the masses being realized,

whether that be the self-determinasién of nationalities - -

or of [dems. Instend, had not” Bani.Sadr and Rajavi--
like ali the resi—-bowed to the Constitution and its in.

_stituticnalization of Lheo"nc‘y in the !arm of the Otﬁce

of Religious Guide?..

_ .As for those who are pro-Russia (llka Tudem ar -
those who are pro-China, as well 31 those (like the

.~ Trotskyists) who are . tallendists of the stata-capitalists

who  call themselves Communists—they have all not
only tailended Khomseini hut have accepted his fake
“anti-impernialism” (especially in the Irag.Iran wu') s
g, sh=t meaad truly fghung (for the revolution. - “Anii.
imperialism' has betome but the phrase usad to hide
the- exploitative« tatalitoriany, -!hmuio—-nnun—oi- ahes
IRP, which .is no Sitferens than that of all capitalictie ..
relers, Of eourte U.S. [mperiallsm sesks to' regain
power In Iran, But it is not the only one to do so: and -
the other nuclezr Titzn, Russia,. h=s the 1dvaauge of -

) ha'nng par‘y ia Iran,




THE “GNLY WAY o wage 2

‘i the Revolution when they drove the Shah sut of power,

zlong - with ' his "protector, 'U.5.. imperialisor, They did:
‘not” stop’ there, They rised the  banner of freedom, -

i total {ceedom. not | attached to anmy state power—U.S.
" or! Russia or any- cther exploitative power, including
- thoss in the Middie East. When the Irznian Revolution
tooic ‘ofl. gff the pedestal it had occupied as if it rep-

resented the “‘culture™ of the Middle Fast it cpened -

'an  entdrely mew - stage af world 'freedem. Iz a-word,
. ravglution, nmot’ “gil”,. heeame the key not alone for
"Iran or even the )ﬂdd.!e East. but for the world youth

“who had been fighting all capitalists znd imperialiste—
especu.lly the goiy T.S kut by no means only the 1.8

Ia’a waord, we rapeal, when a country like Iran
shawed that it could dizledge both_a shak and one of
the two nuclear giants from its power bass-la-Iran,
iz oil, in the geo-political Guif region, it proves, how
all-poweriul’ are maszes I motlon who -“eid “la their
hands a bancer of freedom. The outpouring of millions
made - it impessible to think of terrorism (whether of
_SAVAR or of the bomb-tlirowers) 2 all-powerful, What

LW all-powerful - were masses in mouon-—labur. you:h '

m:ion:l minorities, Womens Liberationists. -

- The: grave cont-adiction’ in this e!ementai revolt-
“wss that it was without a philcsophy of revolution. We .
~oneed. onts agais 15 stress that religion It no substitute |

. for™a philosaphy of revelidon, If even religion wora a”

philasophy—and it theorticiana®™ are 2cting as if-it

were— the ey word is reveloton, not religion, whether

. Islamie, ' or - Cheistian, or Buddhist, or Jewish, or any
. gther, ‘What contributed to the failure of the revolts In

- post-World War II to matuze. to. revolutions ln West -

- Europe was an admirture of religion and social reve-
lunon. t!:e Torner only dj:uted the 1am:r ;

" MARY MADE a distinerion bétween the religion of

the oppressar and that of the oppressed, whose voice -

_ be recoqnizad as the “sigh of the oppressed, the heart

of a heartless warld | ., The abolition of religion as-

genuine . struggle
ag:unst. unpenahsm is to apposc the exploitative rulers.
in one's own counry. That s what the masses did io-

meant 10 iransform the 'reahty'whmh compels sich
human self-alienation and -to thus gain re:l ireedom. ’

What i -haunting EKhomeini, who has- made that
substitution “of religion for a philosophy of revelution,

is not only -2 whole hest of spectres.: but an ongoing

revoit. ‘1 do not. mean the :lerrorists who :ara lkilling
themselves 2 great deal more than the IRP leadership
they are tr:nua to dislodge. I mean that what conf{ronts
Zhomeini “is-'3 40 percent unemployment, 2 runaway
inflation. the discontent of the peasanis.as well as the

“workers, the orgoing revelt from belw‘

,[Gne’ word mara- mtst be -said on the bombs ‘lo
one not even the Mujahedeen, could: have -gotlten that
close into the inner sacctum. There is oppositicn. within
the IRP, within the “Jartisans of God." They are re.
:-pan:ih!e far. s»m-rity’ 'md l.hey alone could have hzd

] :hnt access.] L
Rememhenus the hlghpomts of the Revnlullon does T

nat mean forgetting that it has now reacked a point of

retrogression. The impasse in the Irag-lran war i3 zot,.~

as pivotal as the move backward in freedoms and -inda.

_.pendence "2t home. The revolution . had; its. elemiéntal -

upward surge : -Lat lacked 2 phxlnsaphy of - Tevolution
and coald - not discloss the trsil to. tolzl fresdom 2as
well as solidarity with 311 those the world over who -
wished 1o follow-lls lesd. What is needed. is the wark.

- ins out .of 2 theory that:would pever zguiu saparate

tself from the actuality. any more man the actua.'llqr'

2 c:u_x be upa.r::lzd from :haory

1t 1.1 toward that end of umﬂng a phllosophy aof .
revolution with ap actual revolution, that tha other, tha
setond | America—the revolutlonary Marxist-IIumapist
Tendeney . which exprasses it—has worked: ‘It is . this
which led us ta follow.the unfoldment of the Irznian’
revolution and to sclidarize with it. We ara onc with

. you. We will do all in our power to help the hght'__'_'

for {resdom.
' The struggle _cunt‘.iz_me_s,.

25, :.‘9_3_1

ek

people’s m:nory hzppicess is the demand for their real - -

- happiness . “Thus. it I8 the imumedizte tatk of philes
. ophy which is ia the service of histery to unmzsk human

seu-aﬂamua-i. To gain real Ireedom and hanpiness.

reug wroacinity” AP Oromiahy T Merien sad on.-_\u-_rno.u.l‘-.uou.n..
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“What Has Hagpened “sa: the " Irania Revelubion? I T
,Alrnndu Run. 1te Course intoc .its O'o‘posl'te, C ter—ﬁevolu—-'
tlon?f_Or Can,lt be Savedxand Deepened?, =

Mass Polltlcal Strlke and drove the pah from power? Could therrevof
1ut10n have lasted no more than one and a half years? Is its bent ho
devour 1ts own chlldren 7End in 8O, 1nsen31t1ve a. manner also Ats,

poets as to have arrested Saeed S:ltanpou: as he . was. belng wed and

_“\shortly thereafter to nave executed hlm-—‘to go,unlmpeded? Even

Stmlln
poets.
ta.its opposlte, counter-revolutlon?

- -‘.

. Let's not rush to flnal Judgment._
has not yat been,anaweredx What about tha masses wh1 achleved that

: U S. *mperlallsm wbich had put, him in Rﬂwer and kept him. _there. for a

whole uuarter of & century° Had the 191? revolutionarles wr;*ten affif

the Ru351an Revolutlon 1n August. ihe counter-revolutxonary Month of
Let

~US flrst examlne the objectlve and subgectxve s;tuation more clasely.-“

] not Ffor any gcholast1c _purposes but to see whe+ber there is 2 way. do L
stave off the full thrust of the ong01ng counter—rﬂvolution. and thusi

'i return %o, the ;9?9 revolutlon and its goals as._ wel1 a8 1ts mass partl--'

c1patinn.-:




6. Fall“of Bani-Sadr under the Whip of Ihomeini and =~
Counter—Revolutionary Islamic Republic.nggy;,ﬁ

Jof dourse ] ‘ matter:that,Ll7 short‘months af-
ter Banl—Sadr was elected as the first president ever nf I;an by ‘no
1ess than 75 percent of ‘the populatlon. he has been driven” from“offlce
bv Yhomelnl.-whom Bani-Sadr had glven shelter 1n Parls when the Ayarh
tollah had been expelled~from Iraq. T iggere B ___x brlef playlng With
,the‘democratlc natlonallst 1ntell°ctuals,fhy nlmlrg Banl-Sadr to be :
Gommander-ln-Chlef. ‘Khomeini” raced to “the most+ narrow theouratlc.’ :

**monopollstlc. ohe-party” suaie, witht ‘Ong’ “ManRuie® ©llThis" own, ‘as’ he had-
always planned{m'Théchons Wno call themselves Hezbollah"(Partlsans,w

hantlng (as they 1ndlscrlu1rately wielded thelr weapong of ter-

'iphe” only Ieader is Puhollah" The only” party ls “the~ Party Of.f:
”Hav1ng thus rhymed the Ayatollah Khomeini'e” ‘name w1th rio” leSax
than God hlmself, they belleve they can, unburdened by any respon51-

_ T e ‘ :
Aor 1s it only ‘a small truth that the demonstratlon for
7to his ouster. the Left's wlsh to deepen thel
atlon, headed’ by '
so—called "Revolutlonary Guards"vwho d “_ limi t themselves tc
5weild1ng ‘Knives’ but proceeded to shoot 1nd13crim1nately.: TFoxrty lay
Xdead;“hundreds were wourded-“ and 1usb over the week—end alone ho
others were executed”for supportxng Bani- Sadr. without any shame :
fwhatever.'the hanglng Judge, {halkhall.‘was snoutlngn e will show
Ethem we are men cf war “and . W1ll dig thelr graves 1n the streets. The
'rue martyr howevar “weérs. the Nujahadeen. who were certalnly more' ac-.
tive and or a 1onger perlod of tlme 1n the revolutlonary prepafatlont;
against the*Shah than was the 1ate comer. Beheshti.the Chief Justlce.
“and many ‘of his cohorts ‘who were accu51ng Bani-Sadr of belng "a second
ahah.




ATt o, or e e e ke

B
3: la.h"

_1s:tne ‘IRP,: wiaiting
leadersh;p can tgk

v e
e,

foverwhelmlngly elected, uhe IRP hegan plottlnz to make thn”
EPr951dent powerlnss by turnlng to thelr clandestlne mosque actlv;tv
'; as well as thelr onen work now~that”they already had pxenty O POWET{"
46! make slre’ that the ‘next-&lection - For the” parlizment . *—“waé Bhﬁi_
ey would: win, - Thisi was followed’ up “by manv'othe*_usurpatlons ofﬁy‘

powe" to whlch we' 11 turn dlrectly afte'iwe examlne what'lt 1s *hat

-dence. . Dld he follow throagh with ihe~ masg: activ1tles. be it for L
demccracy. for worlkers® control: afproduct1on, ‘for~ extﬂndlng “fhe -
shoras? -Did he. ‘elicit- from- them how' they wished’ to ccncretlze. that'
10. ‘to maintain power in'their own hands° bid he pay attentlon to"
the 1nnumerable publxcatlons and Left groups - all sortﬂ of 1ndepenf
'dent Marxlsﬁs, Marxlst—Humanluts; the Tudeh, thn Tro _kylﬂts ? hHhat,'

B

o T -aTheraln_ '?and not 1n what both the bourgeoisr
and Trotskyist»press'now talb abOLt; “failure to build "a party struc
=ture"‘—->l1es the beginnlqg of” the end of: “the’ petty bourge01s,“*evolu—
"“.tzonary intellectual. who-doeg’ want more  democracy; more freedom. but
Lwho has no +Kotal! phllosoPhjtof leeration. <Ban1~5adr could ' have
-Taken orpanlzatlonal resgon51b111ty for a ph1losophy ‘of llberation ‘he"
-did not have. He, hlmself. wds hcth bourge01s and totally commltted
-towAyatollah Lhomein; ; Thus, though he" dldn't thlnk the taklng of U, S.
“hostages rwh:l.ch after all wa@ englneered by the "followers of the Imam '

"-boméd to what had been done oeh;na hlB bacr. and wost €

Wha vipw to angear more mllltant. more Left. more antl U S A. than )
fThus. whlle Hé ‘did nothxng fo encouragu “the new’ decentrallzed formu of _
_snlf-rule of the masses, the IRP did everythxng to build ua its slngle-T'r




peclally_lts Vookstalls of'parylst llterature.hw

P

. _The IRP, on the other hand. never stopbed mov1ng 1n ‘a most

'reactlonary,way to what tney called '"pnre“‘Islam. as:witness the: most
' ‘ 'sﬁralt-qacket type of 1aw,‘the_"VenFeance Act" 3 Allegedly 1t
'othdlln the horan. It most assu.edly 1s not accepted by any- '

fg;e act metes out punlshments for all'crlmes“ ‘sexual as'well'
as; polltlca1,ﬁw1tn but. two male: withesses- ‘needed “to- testlfy._ :Execu=" -
tlonsyfollow immediately:. - No- wonder thdt the. hanglng judge Khalkhall

- was. o hlghly rated; by: Ythe, Party" that he was: even:permitted {o 1ndu1ge
in the. gorlest of. all.. spectdcles,-- bringing. the, corpses . of, the U.5.
-soldlers from. the desert. where Dr631dent Carter. had senﬁ them to- dle._

"ffor a public. dlsplay.-_;;gz

.

“llshed a‘farllavent,_and wrltten' Constztutlon -The present
tutlon..however, not only bore no resemblance to _ brigiﬁal.c nsti L
;tlon. hut establlshod the so- called. Offlée of the Rellg‘ous Gulde;-more f
accurately it should. have :been-called office of the Emperor, who | not '
fonly. 14} ke hOUlSyIv in feuda tlmes had. defined . "L'etat. clest- mo;"‘ .
_hut also clalms ;a--direct llne to God. SThus, - w1tness how Khome1n1 veuoes_gf
_ verythlng and anythlng he, dlsagrees w1th,«e#en those measures. h*s oW R
’mullaha may have voted:for, or. didn't want. a8 they dldn L want Banl-u”
fSadr named- Commander—*n—Cnlef._f¢g

Thos 'mullahs w;ren t 1nnocent .44 tnere are no 1nnocents

_amonF rulers._wlfh or wzthout homeinz. ! They never tave up the 1n—,¢
trzgue to usurp all new 1nst1tut19ns, bnrlnnlnﬂ wlth the‘




) The f*fth 1nst1tut10na112at10n was the street gangs. as a
v1g11ante oruer unto - themselves.1 “lth the parllamentary majorlt'
place, w1th the 01031ng .of-all. the, ‘newspapers,, from Banl—badr'r
Tudeh's lizrdom and,the Luaahadeen 5 Hu ahld.ﬁ

' was ready to " move agalnst Banl-Sadr. :

-w111 end? The ueft agalnst whom all the blood-lettlng is pPrpetrated-,-T
w1ll not limit-its: revolutlonarJ energy to.snow1ng its. crltlcal supporf
for Banl-uadr.q Not,.only. is. 1llega1 ‘work. every’ blt as, crltlcalkasﬂopen
opp051t10n. but what is needed .most of all. what: 1sllmperau1ve to work 7jf

" out'nev, ;what has. heretofore ‘been disregarded thougg.lu is absolutely B
.1rrenlaC°able,'1s ‘a phllosophy of revolutlon. a pthOSophy of total,,
11beratlon. -

r,x._,‘

e Ab I p01nted out at the &tart of thls Letter. had the Rus-

_ ISLan revolutlonarlea .Eiven up 1n August 19175 . had they turned away}v

:Jnot_only from the; countpr-revolution but. -had- én attltude of'"a plagu&
on(bdth ‘your- houses“to the re*ormlsts ‘as: well; had they not vsed;the..
perlod -Tox. worklng out fully State and Revolatlon as. the- ground for‘ﬁ S
‘& new revolutlon. there would have ‘been. no Novembe* 191(.- ~It is true . -
‘that no Lenin is visitle on the ‘Iranian horizon. “ut the. ideas of -
revolutlon and,llberatlon, .as. well as Jthe ! masses who fru&ht for them._.
are there.’ Let°usgééé'what can be’ done_to transform,the present res
allty. i R 3 L e T

-aIi. LA 16¢k Bagk’ Into Hlsto"yfand Torward from'the P*ﬁsantf
Global Real;;y...‘ Gl e . SR o ;

Let’s begln at the beblnnlng, at :he 1nsta11at*on of a new_:a""
power ‘that has’ been s0 charncterlstic in Iran from the very first time
. they: threw. out’ the' flrSu Shah, at. the turn ‘of the century. FItist the”
coalltlon of ‘the clergv ‘with genuine rﬂvoluﬁionaries i throw;ng outr
" & Shah'who - wag tied 4o a foreign pawer’ --ﬂnuss*a._in “the case of the :
1906el9ll Revolution.: Thls Certalnlv d;stinguishes the Iranian clergy




from prlEStS(WhO generally allgn w1th the remgnzng pcweer;n_ '

democratlc Constltutlon was created. the clerpy began burdenlng i

"of amendments “that’ “estored ‘most’ powers ‘to”the Shah once the .
tnrown ‘ot That dian®t! Keep': the counter-revolutlon‘ﬂ
'uqt ‘erushed” ;ts S revolut:on'

that one._

fIndeed, in’ 1906 the Iranlan’women were the flrst in-“the worldﬂl

f}to est ablluh a women R angumen ‘(soviat),” and the:r maln dem¢nd/ior con-‘
'tlnulng “withithe” democracy ‘ot the” ha;llf“ 7
democraoy“mear as" ‘much? "ot qulte.& “Though' he sa1d ne was for” WOmen &8
! _ ﬁot orly kept‘qulet as hhomelnl moved agalnst theimove-

Tbut Set up—dn alternatlve paper. The husllm homan, edlted malnly

s AL

; s H1th Iraq g 1nva31on of - Iran. the war natu*ally became .

his maln'preoccu atlon. CBut dld thls maarmn,- as the' IR; ig ‘nSLnuatlng.
~that" Banl-Sadr was brlnglnp back the hated- mllltary machlne.__Wh1¢h¢f

f Khomelnl and the IRP ‘had never? fully'Hlsmantled° Aotlons spea 'loq?or'

'“thanfwords, and the fact is *hat the- Army didn‘t fo1low Banl-Sadr 13.__

: e How fantastlc, then.-that the abvsmallv opportunlstlc Trot-
skyzsts are- s anxious. to.be. "1n" that ‘they metually fabricated. a .- _
'"nr01etar1an“ ground for 3ani-Sadr's ougter from hig Army posts. ..::i.

wThose workers who have returned from the war iron have tended. .
. to_blame -Bani-Sadr for the situation in the army and for ‘the
Clackiof: any decisive victories. in:the:war.. . They ‘are aware-of ™ .
Bani-Sadr's strong base of support. among ohe hated rmy command,,
__'(Intercontlnental Press. June 22. 19 lj

o : So strong tnat not a‘single army commander came- to Bani'
fSadr a=deierse.; Tne ‘Trotekyists must % ncw the trutn, but’ jubt ike
‘the: Tudeh,: they: are’ Bo-. busy. 'i:ry:mg to work out a.way; to remain "legal"-
thatrall else takes a,subprd1nato;p951tlopgz;nll,thlq\appears,quﬂn~;;
article, "The Drive to Oust Bani-Sadr". ., which opposea. the ouster, al: .
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Alon . w:Lth‘ 't:he

tnat. Juot as soon aa the

Ru531a_is stlLl hopln# tha+ the 1deologlca1 vo;d?‘pened up by the fa

Islam came flrst and "socxallsm“ came;

Th;s is:not, the flrst tlme, hlstofically speaklng. that N
strange admlxture wlth

some! theoretlclans Aried to dllute Larx1sm By

i'religian.“‘ef“* 12 Ruﬁsp“" 1éhism ox. Ben Gurlon s Zlon sm

"lt s Senghor 8! admlxture of Chrlstianlty w1th hap
Afrlcan Socialigm,: or, POllS -Lath011c1sm w1th a "new" soclalism

Islam ‘sl "marxlam"-

L Ologyf :
dlrect 11ne to. "God" ig; not even ln th

""228




.turles ago5" ~“he“5urange adm_“ture fof- relﬁglon_andumarxism~has;n9

»global;conflﬁct;-fbrnyhig'a,v

'worked before and w1,i'certa1nly ho't: work now._a:For that matter

J-dldn't worh when Sar*re tr1e6~¢o dllutevxhat new: contlnent of, thbu?ht

v1th Ey1atent1a_m

ge

{East.problem..- is 1t,gust a. 1mpnr1allsm:f

13 anpther nuclearvtlyan,1ﬁu531a.

ll31ng1e "world hegemony mean to have.the 1a
. what must not be permltted them. - Thus, whllc'RuSSLa dld not:

;-1ts inv sion’of Afghanlstah.kalm for ‘the Gulf-as the U, 5. 1mplled-

Rﬁssia i8 certalnly preparlng~1tse1f 45 -be-at the readJ»for an. OPEﬂlng
1nuo the reglcn:'ﬂThe opéning they- would- prefer is:%0; galn power. from.

and the’ 'Thdéh” Partyuls no%- without successe .25 Was. shownlwhen
the commander ‘of *the! so-calied “Revolutlonary :Guards; showed'hls'
feren ‘e~ for- that party by be11ev1ng —st QY saylng,he belie ed -

the Tudeh is a"fol ower of the: 1lne of. the. Iman.“"

As for U S. 1MperLallsm. 1t has :never,. glven upﬂats hunger

- Tow -do: you supnose A

T

“world with titychut 11terallv the whole uorld in. lts total

i_enemy~as Iraq”(and at a tlme when . ‘ 1.‘h§d gpt qg;y the

-opD051t10n “to - Israel's re—emgtlve, unllgt rgl strlke againut 38

'_nuclnar reactor)~~to work out- with the’ Uﬂ-U S._ranresentatife\‘
ipatrlck 50’ mlld a” Resolutlon cof condemqatlon of . Israel that ;L

even ask fnr any . corcrete acts a"alnst Israel? + T can'h. helpk

“;that tne many double-crOSSLng dealﬂ c1rcu1ated Sine the UH now by the

U8, rep“esentatyve lncludc' one’ 0" arm Iraq in. 1t5 war- agalnst Iran.

%
.
L

CINNT v

'After all, th't‘s where v, Sijlmperxallst symnath;es sy in the ILrSt.
'place- vhen 1t coul n 3 help Iraq becau«e Iran helduthe U, 8. hoatages.¢
'hore impor ant stlll, and'oi th*s there is no" doubt. the “Iranian: Revo-
lutiOﬂ_so shou up tha U 'S, emplre and it nerspectlves for the Gulﬁ
B e  now, when the mullahs have turned away. from: “evolutzon.uthe
irrevar51ble fact éstablished bv the Ravolution,: far: from vmv1ng the ‘
U.a. ANy, outpcst tnere. is nen—allpnment “A-hawk' s eye is needed 40,
follow the global conflict and not siﬂn offithe Iran;gn Revolutlon.,'
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o

‘; ThefIranlan'Revo utlon:lsathe one’ world fac or h

It

f:only Russxa as; nnemy.Number One : : .
perialien harxlst revolutloﬁ£f1ES must'never forgét thelr:aﬁa°l“te
_‘“opp051t10n o capi ia1 - ; ‘ V A
;*Lfore must not:i :
"fRevolutlon,prematurely.f , ,
‘in -Iran:who: made ‘the, revelutlon.ziThefe ;s the hﬁfdlsh‘:neurgency
“which: has hy -no- means ‘been put, down and w;l"not g0 away’ Weth the
?ouster of Banl-Sadr on the” contrary. the truth is that the obJeC-

. tlve crlsls naﬂ neVGr been denper and the magses have never °uffered

'lmore than now. Let's ‘not undcrestlmate thn Freat erperlence that

“the Iranian maszes have had in. overthrow1ng the §hah, That witl® nft&“'
" sink 1nto the v01d -that lb being created by the mullehs. " On the con-.
7 trary, as the, canltallsts in Iran,‘espeolally the oil monepolles, will -
~ proceed’ w1th.uh°1r drive for more production. and lower wages,' the.
iclass struggles w111 hecome stronger.n Let us not underes.lmate the

:w1tness the Khomemnl declaratlon*:*- I must

-tell you that durlns the prev1ous d1ctatoria1 reﬂlmes. strzkes ana=tir L

wslt-lns pleased Go" E now.... ﬂhhqgﬁlnl.then nroceeded 167 say. i
“that the same ph nomenen of" qtrl eujls/é manlfestatlon _that'"the- enemy-"
‘is plottmg aeamst US- "8 Furthermore. let us not ‘Forget that
nhowelnl s early onnos t¢on to the’ Sbah was 8ot feudallsulc as’ even‘to}“
oppose the m11d so callnd "White Revolutlon" because he wanted no.dig=
turbance of tha feudal relatlons on the land.-;'J” + LT

_ _ Iranlan revolutlonarles are experxenced in. underground uc—¥~
._tvitiee.. Iranian revolutionaries knew how. not to give up. ___”'

vwhen the IRP first demended it, . The Women' Iiberat;cn tove nent. e
like labtor,. like the national minorities, like uhe youtk, have becun
a chapter of the revolution the‘_stlll mean to finish,




 FUT SUCCINCTLY, LTHE! ,IRMTIM\,,RWOLU”ION 1S K0T _YET DEAD:
NOT BY, A TONG SHOT. NEW REVOLUTIONARY TORCES -= FROM THE PPOLETARIAL
70 THE. PEASAN"‘IL, TR ‘"‘1‘1-"‘ HINORITIZS, ESPECIALLY THE’ KURDS, HUNGRY
OR "SEL ; 4 YopE( S LIBERASION. NOVER NT3 FROM
--P(EVDLU FIONARY, INTE 'LEC“UALS FIGH’DII‘«G QR FREEDOI:. oF THE ‘PRESS 70" THE”

YOUTH _HHO - HAVE _ALHAYS = BZEN HE VAI'GLARD ~ARE.
) 7O UNFOLD, NEW "POVERS, AGAINST THEIR OUN RULT"JG ‘CTASE’ --AND NOT 5
{37 1 'I‘O mm:nr' ONLY opvoswxom '1‘0 i FORETEN ENEWY. . “ALL ‘THESE
“TPHIS TIME ARNED WITH ‘A PHITOSO= T
- T fHE ROAD TO A “CLASSLESS ‘SOCIETY -+
oN 'I‘RULY N‘F‘ _'_HU‘\LA'\IS'I.‘ BECINNTI\GS“ “PHE IRANIAN RE SYOLUTION HAS :NOT YET *
'RUN. x'rs counsr:. fﬂ}ﬂ: mmzm' HASSES HAVE roT’ mm THETR. TAST™ “WORM. 7

”f-- Raya’ Dunayevskaya‘vf
Detromt,‘ﬂlchlgan

: ) AIn the three days between wrltzng therletter above
”fand lts mlmeography._the news., comes hat %he IRP headquarters hau

”been hlown $% -1 and included the carﬁage 15 the death of Ben"ght '

; blame Bani- Sadr. wno has never 1ndulged in any:. .
_f'terrorlst act. but wnoh they. dared characterlze aq "an agent ‘of hm_rl--i
.4can imperlall .j In truth. however, the ,e“ror that w1llfbe unleash-.f
“ed:will: nat. be asalnst \merlcan 1mper1£ii;m but agalnst the Iranxan V 
: ‘Left._ At The same tlne._thn terroLlst acts parLeuratpd by the extreme

- rlght. who conSLGer themselves the “purest" hecause they 1nszst ﬁhe N
“mullahs should not engage in polltlcs. have. been covered over.ﬂ Hh't-__'

' ever chaos results novr, 1t Wlll not in any way change the analyél '
 ’made above. and above ail the need for 1nternat10na* solxdarl*y-wzth

” - Iranian evolutiou. T R, - :




', my Polltlcal ?hllosophlc Letter, Dec. 1?, 19?9.1“Hhat is
'Phlloaophy°‘“ hat is. Revolu 1on°“. whlch had coneentrated an the'
Apr1l The81s. pointlng to- they“act that 1t Was the concept ‘of. .
tate and. Revolutlon thCh was the- ground oﬁ Wthh Lenln reorganlz-r
fed the party, preparlng for social revolutlon. _dhat 1s 1mportant :
here. hOWever, 'is the tlmlng. between the flrst draft as: "Marxlmm"
and the State" whlch was wrltten befbre Aprll, and the flnal draft
hloh'wa< written’ efter *he hontn of Slander. wnlch forced Lenln
flee to Flnlahd?t‘It wes: that f1nal verSLOn as State and Revelution
wnlch was clrculated to an actual revolutlonary group. and hewed ouu'
the path to November.‘ Se espec1a11y N N. Sukhanov, The Ru981an F

evolutlon. 1212 ; - B BT el RS ?

cLieg See the Sprlng 1980 pamphlet. Iran;an Vomen, The Strueple;since the -
. Revg iution, publlshed by-the Iranlan Wemen'® s leerafion Group gn‘P
(Box Fo.. 7, Sisterwrite, 190 Upper Street, London ML, England)
_' which quotes a TV;radlo 1nterv1ewoulth Banl—Sadr from whlch it 1s -
" clear “that he not only dldn't dlsagree w1th their ldslim reactlon~
'ary.'myth*cal v1ew on’ women ‘now pase;ng for - "501ence"”;f "Men 8
level of - sexual urees and needs are much hlgher than women s and
thls 15 because of certaln-Sex hormones 1n man'.s body, whereas .
there are ne sex hormones ‘in woman'® s body S but gaw. that his al«*
ternatlve group should set up its own pape*; The Musllm woman. that
was edlted and.run malnly by men._

See "Iran' g Gluttonous Revolutlon,“by Flora Iewns,'.New'York_Timeei r'
“June . 15. 1981._ ' S e

joekly Political Letter of Nov. 13,1969, "Isracl, B
Outer. hongolia and the Cold War"' ' - ' o

See Chrisulan Sc1ence Mon1tor. June 18, lgalP"?IrQn:RaCes Towﬁrdf"”
Total Pullah Rule." ST - R

6. See - uer;p Regorte, harchnAprll 1980.

WB See V. S._Nalpaul' ."Among uellevers: An learlo Journey,‘-'}".‘t:lanj.;1“£::’f(.'~:w
heﬂinlx Tuly, FgBLy © TRl e e

P. See liarxist~Humanist- Perspectlvee for 1981 1982. Newe & Letters.
' August-September._lyal.-_ _ _

-
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THE cmmfanzazm;m—bamm mPEBIAL]ST TNTRUS 0N TH0 TRAN =
T AND'WHAT ABOUT" moum;/mx-sr\m's PHOLY- WART-AGAINST. THE. LEFT?

e

S

:Bymo acc:.d.ent wha:t.e'var-a I‘Cnl 11% ma.d Cclonel ,,_the Ap_o Iﬁ_‘ Now‘ t{pf;f:"

J'Green Beret. ‘mlonel Beckwit"l, _tra.ined in the deca.da—long U.S. ..mperialist Wax, :!.n
‘ ,Plite corps,to descend upon Ira.n

-in the dark: n:t‘ tha night oi‘ Aptil 3+.
- bungled nilitary opera.tion on the, part of t.he

. moth as the U Ses .."aa.t had undergone a. l?3-d.ay 1o

y 'bechnalogica.l profic:.ancy in the deca.d.e—-lung 'bloody Vietna.m Ua.. ,- with aight equa.l-n
15r mxoficient. Sikorsky RH-53 helicopters, a11 manned ‘oy n volunteer, gung ho mi.l1 .
-t.a.ry outfi.-b, a.rmed not only with: wea.pons ‘nut~-canister3 fzu.led with d:usabling ga.s,'
which a.fter mly three houirs-in! the' desert; ‘with ‘no” enemy.’ in sight,\ suddenly :i‘a.ils w
apa.rt. ' ’."irst‘,‘threa helicopte::ﬂ ma.lfunction;. ‘then;> comss -the’ order .from- the. xib "
- COm.m..nde“« “n—-Chief o abandon the mission. S T4 4s now: 2:15 AM:of: Amrd1 257 Thet o
fia.scc depa.rture becomea e, tmgedy &g -the, tra.nsport plane: a.nd. hr:-l:.coptcn-:* call:.de i

- and eisht American bodies. go up in flnme.;._ The G::-aan Beret Cclonol ordern tha i

rest of tha crew i.nto a pla.ne without. ej.thdr pickmg up the 'bodies, or uestroymg

) ST repeat, it dst inpossibla to- concaive such a: tcta.l fai"...ure unless _the<

) reasons behind: the: order to a.'bov-t the' opera.tion had- nothing wha.tever to do wit.h

. either the: tachnologv or- the lives of the: Amar.lca,n hoatagos tha.t WETS' supposed 'to_
have’ bec;n rescuad. “Two proba'bili.tias surely meke more’ logic than. ‘tho official e
account'ipg.‘ One is tha.t the CIA is ati]." coopora.ting nith SA‘JAK anu t}?is a.ctual i e




k ) Or, aven more likely, the' I’.resident got ‘cold fee-t through both the strong

oppositior- he would meet from 'tha Amer:.can pu‘t,lic and the d:.strust he suddenly falt"

i‘o:r: the: CIA-sponsored F:.f*th Column, But whather thase pro‘ba.b:.litles ox. the " offd

cially-pmofferéd explanat:.on of shear technologica.l :t‘ailure motivated- the a.bortion

. -'.'_O*" tho mission, this born -aga.zn-Clmist:an President Br7szmsk1-1nsp:|red or othe:r.f-
RO

R Heghs iy TELIATE

“wise, has not for‘?a'_ ingla moméiit-: eérl:a. sed: Trom riski;lé
b:n,lity of a. world ho,s.oca.ust : ol

- :.

Indeed, Bven ‘bafore ig gloml‘confronta—
“tion, there certa.mly Vould be “n and -bhere w

o

:in the Gale regidn from suchﬁsturdy a.llies of the u S as' Saudi Ara.bia.‘“‘ AS" :f:‘oi:-A

", the Wost, Diropeans, not” oniy 0" thay" oppose 1itery stops dt this tine biit they -
N are hes::.fa.tz?h i a.'bout seriom economic aanctiona. “ARd Who exactly takes the %

) Congress scriously as a.ny IDI"E o:f.' ca.lming ‘hand’ ;just‘ because the head. ‘of the! Fcre:xgn'-" R
B Rela.tions Commi't.tee, ‘;Sena}.or F&:a.mc Chureh‘,”balks a,‘bout tha President "flouting o
- the Wax: Dowars:Resolu"Eion? :

in. any".l.imita.tion" to the wa.. poviess oF" te‘

cannat s-l:.a.y his hand ‘l'bfa.s ‘& fa.ct tha.t tha Iram.an mlsadventum r-a.n :Ln nomay ba S
'r’-j'-sepamted i‘::cm c'a.:tar's intcrna.l d.rive* for: war, tha.'b he had begun long bofora.:_The...

- point is~tha‘b Ga.rtor s m:oposal for; reinstat:.ng dmft-reg:.stration for the youth. P

. ,_ I'b .‘boccmes impera;tlvc, therefore. that our st._rugglu uainst'cu.rter s d]'.‘iVb N

’ "--'_:E‘or wa.r is a.t +tha sa.m;.. time a a way to exﬁress our solida.rrty with tho Irarian m.sl‘as pe
- in thoir a.nti-mparialist struzgle. | In domg 80 We must mnke suro that the strugglo o
""for fréodon: docs not get aema.ted :rcm a philosaphy of-liberation, : :md therein,
'.preczsely. 1iea=1:ho doep cont.ra.:‘.iction in.the-Txanian revolution. signif.:.ad a.ll

ovc;. again: by the’ Khomoini/Bani-Sndr. unlua.sh...ng of the- unholy. "Holy Wa™. againat

'th Left ‘.:}"'t ;{hoﬁem.\./mnl-sam: htwe Juat- _nv;_-vL Ay

* Sae Drﬁw Middluton s “Rian: for t‘-xe U S. Gron-s in Ira.n", Now lork Times, Apz:ii 2?, B
1980, which includcs alao o 'soctiun on tho grouing tcnsion botween lmq and, Iran

7234
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... . .Nothing was noze. ghcul:.sh 'hhan. the i'xa.nging judge'Ayatonah Sadegh‘ Khalkhall's

Lan ::.nhur'..a.n a.ct a.s lcm.lkha.li's requira a. world. cut.cry ei‘cre

.:’L's é:.s di cr:.entmg a, ma.tte_ a.s -bha.t calculated di'spla.y :r.s the stctemcnt of 'bhe

ren

' of 'bh& bu:med corpaes. of the- cight Amer:Lca.n soldiers Did he :.ntand to' t 'the;j:l

- e ol S5

on -tr:.c.l? 'Ar_xd why,qc_xactly, HETS, 'bhosc ccrpses g1 en_to Khal!r.hnlf_after

e S Ser 3N I LS SN

s RS o

8 delnma.nLed sta.‘hen;ents‘?' . What

S e T

o= ed L

r nian ’Lef"a

Ghotbzadeh—BeHest:;;mm.ah nave- unlca,shed "s a mcve a.gai_nst the ve y i‘orces tha'{f. ,"'
_wWere in thc forcfrcnt of "be revclu'blcnary overth::ow of ihe Shah. T

Not cnly 15 there_ nc ,.conncct:.on betwecn thc deep unrest :m Ira.n and Ca:::ter s
intrusion intc l'ra.n (and. Ban:.—Sa.dr }mows i't.), but the i;ul 4 g clique in Iran has '

: Shcwn an affini’t.y 'bo the rulers in a.ny capi‘ba.list country whe-; ‘Lhey too 'advantagc B

o:E' the désert i‘:.aaco to hrb out a.ga:ms-b the Lef'h '’ a.ga.mst_ tha dissa.uisfacticn cver 3 :

il

nass. unemployment,

throw oz thc Sha.h tc a.c'hual f'ecucm e,nc'i new hu.rmn rela.t'

" Sadr- I-mow tha.t the opposi :|.on to -chcm ‘bx.g,'an 'ru't.h their. retrenchment from the gcals

of the: rwolution, whether th.a.t rrela.+ed. “to Khomeini' trying tc turn the clock ba.ck

. on ‘.'Icmen s I.i.berat*on, or:trying, to a.bolish the; s‘mra.s of: tha t-forkers.

. ent groupa‘ ‘a.tt.cmpting tc articula.tc that passion i_‘or frccdcm, irx' ovory fcr:m from o

‘a fact tha.'b ‘bhc a::.temp’b to- railroad: thro‘-:gh ths Const;:butlon coinc:.ded -3
'ta.keover' of, the Enbassj,.m the first. plz-.ce? CAnd csn't it a; fa,ct *bha-b even the .
electicn of .Bani~Sadr as: .P.ccsim..nt is mow, agaln diluted whilc the .clexrgy gets ‘back
into Ats: hiera.rchica.l :r:ulc in +he Pas:lmment? And how, cyactly. do. you help, the
"truth“ when- Imq_. tco, ‘is. called’ an' "accomplice of American mperia,lism ?

Thc tru"bh is ‘I:ha.t the grcat u.nrcst 111 'bhc ccuntry, the.n.:wgés“*&é‘— =
sire for new, non-explort:a.tive remtions, "t.hc na.tional minor:.ties‘ passion For -
solf-datcminatiun are 5o msopam'blc frcm a. grca.t paqsicn i‘or philosophy oI llbem-

tion tha.'t. 't.hcre isn't'a. singlc exp:css:s.cn . a.nd the:r:c a.z-e no les s t'w.n 150 diffc:r.*—
- J

I

pamphlots; books. pa-pc:cs. lcaflots,}oa.sscttcs/ that uoca not a.-h cmcn get ~ra.bbod
up on 'hh un mrsi.ty campusos. ) It "s those bookstalls tha.t 80 :I:‘righten Khomcin
m*d tho sc—ca.lled Revoluticna.ry COunci.l that thcy ordcr thoir goons to attack the

LD R TasR



student youth. worse 'f:.ha.n the riotq these goons instiga.tod - a.nd there were many
:‘.rju::od and so_me doa.d -="is the s_'hate-a.nd.-clergy-sponsorod edicta fox the ...boli-

Khomeini is'under the illusion tha.tmince ths Lef'b

, % i -Ba.n i -Sa?xr followed up tﬁé 'slsnder:s a.gainst’ tho
‘Left by oonoooting anothor vers:.on; o'lrfa'fging tha.t thu unrest. on the camp.:s"is only'
; "part' of _somngloba.lg imperialist 'p‘.la.n- * “£o ;

Sy M

- of the Amaxlca.n pla.nes ua.a Just pe.rt of tho pla.u

T - R

tha.t most unfinishod state of tho Iranian revolution. :

'I‘he tmngest_ olcra.tmn of 3.11, if not outr:.ght "love“ "13 thn ‘one -t.ha.'l:.
. "a_x:.sts.'botween Khomeini a.ncl Tudoh. Anyona ‘in the Hcét :Ls B0’ a.oc;.lst_hed o tho 180"
- : tﬁms, hypocria'lefx a.nd. ou£right alliances of a.‘esolut.e oppos:.tes on 'Lh.. pa.rf !
. ) : 1ce the H:.tle:.-sta.ln; Pact, wh:.ch gﬂ.va thP green
1.Lght to ‘u'orld IIa.r II, 'hhat nono m tho '.i’e.s'h wero sunim.sed by tE Secretary Gener—

a.l of the' Ira.nian_ Comum.st Pés.xty. Nurrndd_._n I{:x.mu.rl's decinra*..r.on that they a

Cof st.'oporting terr'crism, K:.a.nur* replied-"o course He. condemn 'borrorlsm, uu’r-no
prinoiplo ca.n o~ eterna.l’“ From the very 'baginning ve: suppori:ed—the n.rres'b of tho
ao-called’ diploma.‘ba ‘beca.:se t‘hey ﬂoro enga.gad not ‘only‘in! ospionage' : ‘but in
col.ntor-rovolutionary and’ auhvorsive activzty. - as for oon'cinuing’mcarcera.‘bion of -
_ ths America.n hosta.gos, ‘which flow in"the face . of intamat:onal law;: ancl which: Russm )
‘a.lso had to condomn, ‘Kianuel’ 1ot tho ‘atiout - of the* ta.g by a.pprov:mgf"the status quo
a of contmui.ng the retont:.on cf tho ho:stag_-.s whon ho sa:Ld 'tha.t it_ "Has 2 good. wa.{r

L .d: ian"' -true, howovor, tha.t e:.thor the cle“ios who woro rf

tho '5Cs or Hcssadegh's socular_ folloum a.r'e tha.t Lolemnt _of tho Tudoh Party.
'I‘udoh's miscra.blo rolo :’m tha.t pariod ha.s not boon forgoi:;on ﬂ.nd. tho ...nvasioa of
Afghanista.n ha.s ma.do Romo ] ,

did :r:ocoi.ve 100 000 votoa




An ;}et, tt.ruth) to tel.l. _ Kia.nu::i does nava a. po:.n‘b. Khomei_ni's a.ntleOnnmmiBm i.l =
o,a‘bstra.ctly zelig:.ous, tha.t 15 tn sa.:,r out of the com:ex‘t of exmtmg commun- o

: : ' (which i.s oqu anti—Ameriea.)
Tk grea.ter measure of the na.rrownesa of Khome:.ni.'a “ant:.—:.mperia.lism / and. :

tol:ra.tion of 'the 'l‘udeh .Larty.whilc 'being tot.a.lly opposed to genume Iria.rxist.s, :us
~ssen in the comma.nder of the Revolutiorxm:y Gua.rds uhi.ch have the f‘ull support. of .
Khomeini. ‘Their commander, Abu Sharif; spalled ‘ot the da.nger i‘or Imn- "Fhe 'The dan-
. .ger cones :E‘rem U.S. leftis-b orga.niza‘ions b He exnanded Eny thus-. "There axe U.S.. ;f
"eftis‘b orga. wtions wh:.ch are arming: themselves such as the.- Fedax:. Knalg The:re
are olnor - 1cf‘t.ist -ﬂ.rganimt:.ons iike the Tud\.h Party, which sa.ys it rocognizes the
. Isla.mic Revolution s consti Ztution. ard. Imamn Khomei.m. s _:.ne. In 'hhlS case, 11; i.s LT
'_ ega.,. Ieftist arganization that acts and works on’ tlus haa1s. T!uli; -the da:-.ger
ccmes :E‘rcm ‘the u, S. 1ef‘hiat crga.ni‘.a.tlons, whi.ch receive fmds and wea.pors from
_t}-e Hest and fa.lsely spoak about a- Russia.n 'threat to ira.n to Justlfy nilltary re-'._j
' la.tions hith the Unitcc’. tates." (I‘iER]I’ REPOR‘I‘S Ma.rch/l-p’“ll 1980) o

: As e.ga.mst Km.nur:.'s goa.l - "the ‘!:cr:eaking off cﬂ a.ll remain:mg ties w:!.th

'hhe u 5.7~ and as a.ga.inst. Sharif sa.ying that "the da.nger comes from U.S. lef'bist

_ organzzations", what bccomes mpemtivo is the :Eorg:.ng of rolat:.ons ravoa.ut:.ona.ry_ "
'rels.tions, between the nasses: in the U.S, and in Tran., To prev»nt the real dauger
of & world holocz-.ust, it is nccessary to' sceo that tho ecnemy is not 8o much nbroa.d.
as a.f. hope, Tt -is here whore philosophy of' revo;ution ‘becomes as, crucml 8B e
:'EDC ial rovolu'hion itself. Ideas of frccadom rccogn:l.zo no p_;;tion:..l bcunda._lcm-- 'I't.
‘iz a fact tha.t our rulers ara our anonius and that. the Iranicn nnsses are ouxr
frmnds. Tho world rovolutmn may not bo- on tho agenda ‘at "this vory momcnt nur.
:lt's that v;usion of a now world that is “tho ground for the actual struggla that’ -
will movent nuclea.r holocaust by ereating a ncm world m totally humnn founda ions.

| RAYA TUNAYEVSKAYA
Dotroit, Michigan




Raya'Dunayevskaya
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Not SO Random Thoughts On:_ -

"WHAT ‘IS PHILOSOPHY? - WHAT ‘IS REVOLUTION?'
. 1789-17934 . 1848-1850; 1914—1919., 1979 -

:,‘raoundn {o ahetracb) se‘eaef to say. g%th Hegel. thati“f'
fﬂghe'"th nkl"g'studv eifth;ngs“ /aE% eurely ?ounde over
',say, at One and_the saﬁ 'tlme 2t as’ '

vl ‘you realize tﬁat thls is the Introductlon to* 1=‘neyc1cr_;gaed:|.e g
. of PhllOSOEhlcal Selenees; that 1t was written aiter the Irench'
'_Revolutlon. Which' ‘made” popular an aetual "permanent revolutlon" )
no’ revolutlon 'é“e%bf;its' irgt abt dlone ~o you can beginy Cjust et
nglg to gran The" meanlny of Hegel's eprese1on.'?second nega*i-“

'iijv‘ty."‘ urthermore. Hegel had not’ round artlnulatlon that eaey

“until after’ Phenomenolegv of Mlnd, untll aiter tnc déisnce ox-lmglc.
untit’ aiter he trled to summarize all of his wor?s. 1ncludlng the;-
B SOO—year h1story oi phllosophy hﬂn, of course"you “realize

b

'why, ‘when’ Hegel" is speaklng of’ phllosophy. it e’ not an abstractlon."’;j

ithat even though e limits 1 13 “¥hought’ and not
conclude ln that very~eame”Introductlcn:: s

~vonis’ divorce ‘betweeén’idea and reallty igcdr favorlte i

'déVlce of +theianalytic understanding-in® partlcular. Yet

strangely in: contrast® with this separatlsu tendencyy:. its:

own’dreams;~ half-truths’ though' they ‘are’;” appear ‘to- the =

- understending’ something; true and- realy. it prides 1tself
.on -the, 1mperat1ve"ought’ which it takes espec1al pleasure-

“in preecrlbzng on the field'of politics.-As: if-the world-
had-waited, on it to learn how: 1t ought to, be. and was.notl!:
 (para. LN

. And tha‘t same - paragraph'further s‘t:reeses 'bha't "the Idea
4_1s not 80 feable as merely to have a r1ght or an obl1ga+1ou to-

end act1v1st. Marh praetlced Hegel's Iéea of freedom by rea1121n¢ fn'
_1t 1n an outright revolutlon. Hn had told his young Hegellan frlenns
_who_were becomlnr materlallstss You cannot become a true new Human-




1deallst and'becauae~he ﬂimltedtthe revolution tb "
thought." The truth is that dezel's dlalectlc was nou 3uat-nny idea:
but the Idpa of freedon. must, thnrnfore. flr t he reallzed“n'"

P & K

",nd shout but 1qud

¢--_-,.1_ PR GE o R
13. And how we can.acnleve free

o ey
o RS

because uhay are at thn pdlnt of. ﬁrouuctlon where al‘I

fthing a;— ] ?' 2y, ia ;ffjassu;ng »he challenge;f
causefthe whole caplta . ‘

total ~ new. hanneq_pi'phllosonhy as well a

phlloaophy of. revolution now -—ﬂfJA“ ' ' after the bqurgeomc'f _
betrayed.us: 1n\thls 1848-9 Revolutlon._and it.is necessary to. depend
“only ;on, OuUr; own. iorces 7Eust be,:REVOLUTION IN

umrw 1850)'

generalltyalt waa 1n'1?89-93.
the basms of these new. forcas of revoluuian, and'this;nek

[, not only‘the mode of'productlon’but alco the e
form_of'the faml;y”anu»uug-lnto the'fundamental rela+lonsh‘p Df man/

- WOmF 0y, we’ must go; furthe 

1nto "the d;alnctlc éf nega+1v1ty as’ thn mOVng ard creat1n¢ p*ln _
c1p1e“ of hegellan phllobophy. (Crlthye of the Hqgellan Dlalect;c,.}

Cvery car‘"‘the lnSb worn of Marx -

'edltion of the Communist manlxesto ff'

J"'speiled out oh z st1ll hlgher 1evel :; that 15.'1nternation¢lly as )
‘wn1%“as nationaliy.: It is there that 1t 13 concretlzed as tha rp-

flationship betwaen t:chnologicallv advanccd ‘and - te"hnologlcally back—
I-fward countrles - 1 e, that backward Russia could ha Vﬂ'lts revolu—




; thé“céﬁtext of~nuropean revolutloq sy and 2) the'new‘:
n’th s caqe”the peaSQnt‘c '

of. botﬁrinternatloﬁaiiAm and'dlalectlcs of "Tiberation st The Idea ig
" ths power because 1u'io concrete 3% 15 total-*lt'ls multl-dLmenJ“”f;
.slonal. nd at no tlme is the Iﬂdlvldual made Just toltalluend the~ﬂ

Rather, let us never forget the pr1n31ple-

Mar* hau SPenthomethlnv like 45 volumes in. expre551ng
hlS thoughts. in: part1c1pat1ng inrrevolutions, - in deaving a“legacy,ff
thau ‘was-the very opp051te of 'an hechCGm..wInqtead.,the new contl--._' .
'nent 0f ¥ thotght’ became the ground for.all future ‘revolutions:that .
would he* fllled out anew w1th ever—rlcher concrete;and w1th ever--;;iﬁ;,;
greater forces -—-men. women. chlldren of all colors. races. natlons
- ‘““evolu+1on and '

,,Andfvet. and yet. and yeu...p

Y o ! B J’
and onlx one e Lenln —— says, 1f I could haveqbeer so mlsled and

gefher wronp w;th _i way pf thlnking .nAnd Whlle I wxll not stop
“down w¢th the war o turv thellmperla1lst_war.into c1v11

oﬁld not ‘havi -posszbly bnen an’ accidont that Marx.
_"Marx g Marxism}~was«rooted»1n hegel,-- and-after: having Jbroken: w;th
' that, he're urned o’ develop Hegel1an d*EIECuiCS lnto the' Marxlan
dlalectlc.. And so this great revoluulonary. Tenin, spent hie'dayaﬂ
ln the I*bravy s+udylng Hcgel' Sc1cncc “of LOFiC. ‘and: hls gvehingshﬁy

A T S IR RO




,rudder f "hl}.osophy.l what came_out of 1t°;

) on';rotskyisn that'I w1ll now concentrate

Trotsky counterposed hlS slogan;“peace w;thout annexatloné

PRI

s and "mOblllZ ng the proletarlat For & Strugglé Ior peace 'to Lenln 5.
'f;slogan'"turn the 1mpe“xallst war 1nto'61§11 wnr" Wthh Trotsky re-}v
'Jected. What was even. worse was Trotshy s'raaectlon of Lenln s
statement tha"‘the defea+ of your own country is the lesser ev11.

ST confess tha+—uav1ng hadia .very warm spot for Trotsky
B and ‘he: dld méer &’ vreat .deal: not only for my: recrganlzatl_m_but."
1;3“" the genewatlon “that.had to confront’ Stalinr-=- there WEre- certaln
erpr9551onq 1n +hcse years 1914-191? that T Just couldn . get myself
to. quote. ThlS oppoesition o wantlng ‘the’ defeat ofyonaﬁsg_wnﬁcpugfd
'-ftry wids such’an- exprese1on:7 ' G e : N

PRI - oy

Llstpn to Trotsky on the_Ru551an Internat10na115ts~tr;1ng g
: peace slogan whlch Lenln reaeeted.;
rejected

L Y

he sald: T "“. s LR L

"Under no cond‘ tion cah I’ agree wath your Oplnlon. whlch
‘is emphasmzed by a resolutlon. that Russia's defeat would
S be'at tlésser. evil'. “Thisopinion’ represents a -fundamantal -
connlvnnceaw1th the’ polmt;ca;.methodology of - scc1a1 patriot-
“ism,; & connlvance for .which’ there’ ‘1’5 no readgon’or austificaa
“tion“afid which' substitutes ah orientation: {extremely. arbi
. trary;under.present conditions) along the line of a ‘lesse
evil' for the revelutionary" struggle’ against war end thE*
condltlono whlch generatedathis war.,-:; Sl e S

‘ Z‘I am quotlng thio :rom ‘The Bolshev1ks and the Worid. WEr~‘”7'
by Cankin and Fisher (atnnfurd Uhlveralty Press, 1940. p.l?o3)

.l"Kg

[La!

:1lirst read it 1n Ru331an in Txotsky 8 own work, Viar and Ravo uuzon.
) he Fall of the-uecond InternﬂtlonQI and the Prcparntlon ‘of the Thirdy
Pirat publlched in Mopeow in: 1923y, . Wa must renember. however. thnt
the. parmon"overed ie 1914-191?; that Trntsky 8, spec;iic artlc;e
“from: which " ;quote nhcvc wns-dated Paria._bct. 1#. 1915 '”hat ar-"

jjlg;e_qu:par_'-of wh“t tnoae Marxiats who had not batrayéd and who




T S U

trxed to reconstltute themselves 1nternat'
of Lenln s_revolutlon‘ry Ftrugéle of ‘
}‘but on; Trofsk& N . -
Trotsky was: speaklng An, such peneral terms_that he Sﬁﬁosed the _"ﬁ;ﬂg
of; Liebkﬂechﬁ sp501flcally, saylng-‘"Such_a“ﬁersonxfluatlon of tac—
tlcal evaluatlons.\ onfcrmlng to Germa - :

proprlate in, thn glven docuﬁenf.

‘such pseudo—

[ 1 LR

-1s the way *o, sklp over concrete reallzatldns of freedomu“'

o -t

-‘-:vﬂw; BﬁT TﬁAT IS mo TRUE. THEORETIQ&L DIFFEREhChS ARE hpT_" o
. "LIQUIDATED™ JUST BECAUSE. IN FACT, YOU ARE A REVOLUTIONARY.‘ QUltD' '
the -cantrary.. ; Once the. heat of the, battle ales._the devzatlons *rom.

Marx1sm flrst come; +0 plague you.ﬁ

S _ - The' truth is that the theoretlcal dlfference reappearqi’ S
1n a - mo;t horrzble form exactlv wnen the next netjJ ob1°ct1ve 51tua-
tlon arlsns.' You mu t thﬂn dlr for new phllOSOpth depth on :hgfn

comeu} ifTh
revolutlon. defiﬁitely no more thnn tall-endlsm. i
'V.Of'Trotsky in 1905 It waun't t"ue 'n 1917 onlv because the one“
thcn tallended was Lenln. But 1t became dhngerously true 1n our'era
as all‘the oppo tlon and rreat flghts agalnst stallnism led oﬁ‘y :
o ta1¢end1ng Sféiln once wOrld Har IT braké out. IR RS

what is revolutlon?. but alﬂo whqt is antl-imp rlalicm?

" taking of " low~leval parsonnel frcm the U, Si hmbassy ;n n_an
designating them a3 .CIA. agents shane up the Americaﬁ empire°"
“fruth is that naithnr Khomeinl nor those ntudents,pould have helpad

..Cartar moro in achieving higher popularlty than thet allegedly an»i—v
'31mp3r1alist act.- - tnereby dulling the mass struggla aguinst U. S.







