May 15, 1985

Dear David Joravsky:

Summer is a time for relaxing -- but not in the ordinary
sense of not "having" to learn and think., I am such a lover of
Hegelian dislectics that the very sight of water releases for me
the melf-determination of the Idea. I write three times faster when
I'm on the water as when I'm cooped up in a room. What each does with
that type of relexing is a different thing, but I'm sure that you
do not consider summer as a time to be away from thought just because
you are away from the University.

My new book is not yet off the press but already I'm thinking
of yet another work, this time really delving into the question of
"the Party," which has been such a millstone around the necks of
ravolutionaries. I'm not referring only to Lenin'e vanguardist con-
caption, which he held onto even whpn he grappled seriously with the.
I'm thinking of the post~Marx Marxiste in the Sedond
International from the start. I was so opposed to any such totali- .
tarian concept (before that word became the category our age has madé
of it) that in my first major theoretical break with other Marxistey "
s 1 had intsnded to skip the entire periocd of
g89 to 1914, Maroumse, who read the firast draft of my book, asked
mes "what about the Seeond International?" My reaction was full of
axpletives: "You don't mean I'd have to deal with thome betrayers?”
He procesded to give me a leoture on History and would not permit ne
to skip that period. My "compromise” was to deal with it but not %o
give it a Section heading, and not to give them credit for developing
fthe mass party.” I called Lt "Organizational Interlude.” But 1
hardli think that it answers the question of the Party. To trace that
queation from Karl Kautsky through Lenin in 1914 %o Luxemburg in 1919
and to our own age, one must, I think, submit the concept to what I
coneider the impsrative: the Absolute Method. All are ready enough to
renounce the totalitarian party and ready to either assoclate or dig-
assoclate with anarchism, but none are ready to racognize the dimlectic
as having something concrets to say on "the Party.”

What do you think? Would you want to “assign" parts of that
topie to yourself for your summer vacation? I certainly don't bellieve
in retirement, but I don't think that you need to fear that helnf-awny
from your students will put you in that oclams just because you w 11
+hen not have paperas to grade or an "endless stream of dead ines de-
manding that all else be put aside.” At any rate, I'm very much
looking forward to meeting you in the Fall and engaging in one of those
endless talks that Russiens know how to induige in., Do you have any
idop of when it is the Russian Hiatory Department would be interested
in sponsoring a talk by me,that would be a gerious oritique as well,

of Trotsky ae Man and as Theoretician?
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Dear Raya Dunayevskaya:
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Thank your very much for your very welcome book..7i, y&

and friendly letter. It is heartwarming to know that there" \-a%

ars people who read and appreciate some of the things I
write,

reading your book carefuliy and sending you a properly

appreclative, substantial letter. But the sad fact is

that I have been kept from that plemsant task by an endless

serlies of unavoildable and burdensome jobs. (For the f1

time in my life I find myself beginning to think seriously
&dVE 83 oI retiring -from teaching-dho more

vommittes wor C more papers to gradef no more endless

.

sﬁf@_m__ggieadl ins qdemandivig—that-all_ el se be.. put aside,
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I have put off writing you with the intention of \5
J
3

t) I guess I would miss the classroom, and without the

/}@e to préﬁi‘é‘fﬁf’ﬂ*ﬁ;‘ffﬁfght"stop learning.,)

Anyhow, I must not prolong the scandalous delay in
saying Thank Youl <I Yaok forward - to -the summer for time to
glve your book the care I—Treading it deserves, In the
111;:9antime I haveMtried to arrange an invitagtion for you

0, speak here. My colleagis,| John Bushnell, who teaches
Blﬁ;_-i—/ istog? would be asg'lad as I €o have you lecture
on~lrotsky and Trotskyism. The students would undoubtedl
ba.gnthralled to hear what you remember of the man .al v |

1_<¥i£§what you know as a scholar., Unfortunately the partment:_i‘l.

und for speakers, whi h was alweys modest, has ® en S
empty for the past few months. I have put in a request to ¢
have you at the head of %he list_for _the fall-term, agsuming .
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that you are willing, il
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I look forward to meeting you and discusaing Y
not only subjects likely to interest undergraduate students 3

but also the moro-'asoterig_; interests that we share.
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Sincerely y ours,
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L3 Davig Joravaky
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